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Editorial

Sadly, | must start by letting everyone know that over Christmas and early into the new year the
village lost two long standing members of the community and | am sure everyone will join the In
Touch team in wishing all the family and friends of the two gentlemen our very heartfelt condolences.

At the end of last year, we were treated to another fine comedy play by the Common Ground Theatre
Company at the Village Hall which was greatly appreciated by all that went and a bumper crowd it
was too - a real full house - thanks to the organisers for arranging it.

For me this time of the year can have bit of a flat feel to it. After all the build-up and activities of the
last part of the previous year with Halloween, Bonfire Night and then Christmas and the new year
celebrations, January and February can seem mostly uneventful! Or are they though? It’s mostly too
early for much of anything in the garden or allotments, but take time to look and you would be
surprised - you can find bulbs poking their heads up out of the ground, literally the early birds looking
and searching for nest sites and with inclement weather you never know what will come into your
garden looking for food or water.
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Thank you all.

Faney baking some
cakes or anything
else? Contact Tania
on 07774 842388
to find out how you
can help

The In-Touch Team

ﬁ Need a lift? Bev Plummer is happy to organise.
Call her on 07741 270204 or 01953 498243




The Wayland Group of Parishes
Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham, Griston, Stow Bedon and Thompson
In the Church of England Diocese of Norwich

Worship in the Wayland Benefice

Sunday 15t February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Peter & St Paul, Griston

Sunday 8% February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Botolph'’s, Stow Bedon

Sunday 15% February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Martin’s, Thompson

Sunday 22nd February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Margaret’s, Breckles

Sunday 29th February
10.30am United Holy Communion
Holy Cross, Caston

“Love and

On St. Valentine’s day a few years
ago, I was delighted to answer a
knock on the door to a delivery of
the most beautiful bouquet of
flowers. Wow! [ thought, Jonathan,
had remembered! I found a vase
and filled it with water. But before I unwrapped them,
I opened the small envelope and read the card. It said
“To my lovely wife Paula, Happy Valentine’s Day”.
Now, my name is obviously not Paula and I soon
realised that the flowers had arrived at the wrong
address. Paula was my neighbour!

I'm pleased to report that Jonathan had not forgotten
St Valentine’s day at all. He sent me a romantic dinner
invitation which I gladly accepted!

Romantic love is a wonderful thing and can be the
foundation for lasting, mutual care and relationships.
Yet love is very important for other reasons too — love
of family, friends, neighbours, all humankind, as
individuals, as groups, love for creation, for all life on
our planet, for ourselves. Without love, which gives us
a focus, a passion, a reason to act positively for others,
we would miss so much that is good in our lives. Real
love is not cheap, easy, or disposable, it’s not always
shiny or fluffy or tasty; it can be difficult,

unrewarding, costly and unrelenting, but as the song
goes, what use is a world without love?

Ash Wednesday reminds us: there IS a love that is
stronger than death, and there IS a Lover who has
conquered death on our behalf. Whether we are on the
receiving end of roses on Valentine’s Day or not
makes no difference to the passion that sent Jesus to
the Cross on our behalf. We are loved. We are loved
for this lifetime, and we are loved for the lifetime to
come.

Chocolates, flowers, and cards convey sentiments
which, at their best, reflect the true love that begat the
universe. At their worst, they distract from the fact that
only God can keep a promise to love beyond the
grave. Ash Wednesday points us to that promise by
reintroducing us to the Promise Keeper, in all his
glorious affection and power.

The Bible has much to say about love — teaching us to
love one another, to love God and to love ourselves. It
tells us to love because God loved us first and God’s
love is unconditional — that love doesn’t care who we
are, what we look like, what we have done, whether
we are rich or poor. God loves us exactly as we are,
and God’s love is never-ending; we can never do
anything to earn it, nor do anything that will stop it.

If you find it hard to love, or feel you fail at times, the
passage below offers some guidance, and a reminder
of just how much we are loved by the one who will
never stop loving us.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. | Corinthians 13:4-7

May you know just how much you are loved by God
and may you share that love with everyone you meet.
Not just today but always.

Vanessa x

Reverend Vanessa is the rector for the Wayland
parishes of Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham,
Griston, Thompson, and Stow Bedon. She is available
Jor baptisms, weddings, funerals and pastoral visiting.

You can contact her on 07984 318885 or by email at
vanessadlayfield@ gsmail.com




THE
EAGLE

Harling Rd, Great Hockham, Thetford IP24 INP
01953 498893

Dates for vour Diary:

3 February
Book Club 7.30pm

4* & 18™ February
Bingo arrival for 7.45pm 18+
(Please book a table)

11'™ & 25 February
Quiz Night 8pm start
(Call to book a table, max 6 per team)

14™ February from 7pm
Cheese and Wine Night £20pp
(Please call to book a table)

For our Pie Weekend dates below itis
essential to book in advance to secure a table

There will be no Fish and Chip Fryday this
week

Thursday 26™ February
Pie Weekend 6-9pm

Friday 27" February
Pie Weekend 12-9pm

Saturday 28" February
Pie Weekend 12-9pm

Sunday 1% March
Pie Weekend 12-8pm

Crib is every Wednesday lunchtime 12.30-
3pm (only £1 to play) except for the last
Wednesday of the month which is Whist 1-
3pm (also £1 to play)

Opening Hours

Monday ~ Thursday 12-2.30pm/6-11pm
Friday — Saturday 12-11pm
Sunday 12-10.30pm

Food Available

Fish and Chip Fryday: 12-8.30pm
(Takeaway and eat in)
Saturday: 12-8.30pm

Sunday: 12-3pm
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From charcoal to collage

Join award winning artist
Melodie Cook for

twice monthly workshops

Great Hockham Village Hall, Harling Road, 1P24 INT

Tuesday Workshops Feb.10th & 24th
10am-1pm
£20 per session. All materials supplied

Call melodie on 07531 875713
Email: melcookartist@icloud.com

Instagram @exploringdrawing
Facebook Melodie Cook Artist

Mobile Library Service

CHESTNUT SQUARE
SCOTGATE CLOSE

10:55- £1410
11:35=11:35

Date of forthcoming visits (Thursdays):
26 Feb / 26 March




Wednesday 11™ February
Jim Paine
Secret Life of Plants
Membership fees are £10 per annum

Indoor meetings are held in the Edinburgh
Hall, Harling Road, Great Hockham, IP24
INT on the second Wednesday of the
month

Doors open 1.30 pm / Speakers start
at 2 pm
Indoor meetings free to members / £3 to
visitors

Outdoor visits are subsidised by the club
but members may have to pay a small
contribution for some visits
Secretary: Stacey Smith
secretaryghgc@gmail.com

Website:
greathockhamgardeningclub.org.uk

December Rainfall

December 2025 50.2 mm
December 2024 38.1 mm
Highest Dec since 1979 2017 1151 mm
Lowest Dec since 1979 2010 5.5mm
Year 2025 444.6 mm
Year 2024 726.7 mm
Highest year since 1979 2020 907.6 mm
Lowest year since 1979 1991  440.8 mm
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Village Hall Bookings February 2026

Regular Bookings

Monday Reserved for

Parish Council Evening
Tuesday Carpet Bowls Evening
Wednesday Yoga 6.00-7.30pm
Thursday  Taekwondo 6.00-8.00pm
February 2026
Sat 7t Sound Bath PM
Mon 9th Parish Council 7.30pm
Tues 10" Exploring Drawing  10am-1pm

Wed 11%  Gardening Club PM

Wed 18"  First Aid Course 9am-4pm

Sat 21 Coffee Cake & Chat AM

Sat 21¢ Private Function PM from 1pm
Tues 24" Exploring Drawing  10am-1pm

Dog training Monday and Friday evenings until
further notice. On a Parish Council evening dog
training will finish at 7.15pm

For Yoga information ring June on 07766 108075

For Taekwondo contact Dave Robb 01953 882848
or 07710 666133

For Sound Bath contact Tracey Mathison 07748
213397

For Hall bookings contact Chris Garrod 07770
710307 or e-mail chris@oaklands4.co.uk.

Great Hockham Carpet Bowls

The Carpet Bowls Club meets every Tuesday
evening at 7pm - 9pm in the Village Hall either for
matches in the Spring and Autumn and / or for
practice games between ourselves.

For more information - Tel 07737 046121
Robin

Please use the village bottle bank

dadd




Harling Road History

Harling Road was known as Cokestole lLane in
mediaeval times, likely because it had a pit with
the Cucking tool, an instrument of torture and
used to check if people were witches. It is also
known as Larling Road.

The road as it leaves the village goes past Moat
Farm, likely the site of the last Hockham windmill
and opposite this former farmhouse is the site of
Esthalle a moated site from the 1300’s, which was
vacated following the black death.

Further towards the village we have the playing
field which was first used as such in the 1960’s, the
village hall which was built in 1956/57 and a
number of old brick and flint terraced cottages,
some of which date from the 1700’s. One was the
village brothel in WW?2 and was raided by the local
constabulary, the ladies plying their trade being
sentenced at East Harling Court.

Home Farm Barn was a farm that in the 50's/60’s
became part of Geoff Nurse’s duck processing
facilities, the duck farm being one of the largest
producers in Europe. The complex was turned into
housing in the 1990’s.

The Eagle stands proudly on the corner of the
Harling Road having been a drinking establishment
for many years and likely rebuilt in the mid to late
1800’s. It was formerly called the Eagle Tavern.

Chris Garrod

School Birthdays

PEge)
AT PRI R DAY

“Happy Birthday” to Ben, Logan M, Amelia,
Madison, Eleanor, Matilda, Willow A, Jasmine,
Emily and Eden L-C.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN FLOWER ARRANGING?
(at any level)

WOULD YQOU like to meet up once a month with
other FLOWER ARRANGERS
for a sociable & interesting AFTERNOON out?

We meet at Rocklands Village Hall, The Street,
Rocklands All Saints, NR17 1TR
on the 4th Tuesday of each month
for demonstrations, workshops, talks,
events and outings.

We are affiliated to NAFAS and use well
gualified demonstrators.

Our meetings start at 1.30pm
Doors open 1/2hr earlier

Membership £35 per annum
Guests usually £7 per meeting.

We would love to enlarge our membership.

Please contact: Jane Dalton (Secretary)
Mobile: 07557517064
Email: jane.dalton@btinternet.com
... for more details or for a lift to meetings.

We are known as a very friendly club and
look forward to
welcoming new members,

So do come along and see what we are
about - you will love it!

Check us out on:
https://www.facebook.com/gtellinghamdi
strictflowerclub
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Membership Fees £35 peryear
Raffie
Home Made Refreshments

Look us up on Facebook @
gtellinghamanddistrictflowerclub
e information call:

557517064 (Secretary)

n(@h h?met.cm

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED

The In-Touch committee are looking for two
new members. This would suit a couple.

We are looking for people to take a full partin
producing In-Touch each month. This would
include joining the rota to write the editorial,
and photocopying, at the moment just under
200 copies.

We don’t have regular committee meetings,
only when necessary.

For more information, contact Geoff Stuart on
07585 806497.

The book club took place on 6th January at The
Eagle, the book being discussed was The Shrimp
and the Anemone by L P Hartley.

Itis the first book of the Eustace and Hilda trilogy
and takes place during a summer in the
1930’s. Eustace is nine and Hilda is thirteen
years old and it portrays the anxieties and
misunderstandings of a child who listens and
misinterprets the adult world.

The book is set in Hunstanton (and renamed
Anchorstone by the author) but we didn’t
recognise the descriptions of the beach or
surrounding areas.

The book is well written, but we were frustrated
by some of the adult characters, especially the
father who alternates between being jovial and
irritated by his children.

We scaored the book 6.5 out of 10.
The raffle was won by Carol.

Our book for January is Demon Copperhead by
Barbara Kingsolver.

If you enjoy reading why not come and join
us. We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm at The Eagle.

Leonie Jones

The content of the articles in In-Touch is the responsibility of the
named contributors, not the Newsletter Committee. Anonymous
items will not be accepted.

Defibrillator
The defibrillator is located in the telephone box
by the Village Green.
Press the button to the right of the unit to

connect to the emergency services who will give
the code to unlock the cabinet.
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Qualified & Insured Dog Groomer

Dotty Dogs Grooming Salon

Canine 1% Aid Trained

Becky Watton Rd, Larling
07917 570813 NR16 2RA
01953 498223

dottydogslarling@outlook.com

A Lansdale Chimney
Specialist

Buildey
Brian Lansdale

9 Cherry Tree Clase

Also garden walls and patios
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HORSE HELP AND DOG SITTING IN
YOUR HOME

Dog sitting in your home, horse help with a
calm, hands on approach. Caring, dependable
and flexible, many years’ experience with
animals.

Your animals cared for as if they were my
own.

DBS Enhanced Check and Insured.

Please email reerac@hotmail.co.uk or call
07435786700

Windows and Doors

PVYCU Doors, Windows and Double Glazing Repairs
New Installations and General Maintenance

Over 3o Years Experience

Friendly and Reliable

Based in Great Hockham

Call Shane on 07508 941086

Email: shanebloss@btinternet.com

15 €
Loy

 FULLY QUALIFIED STYLIST
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

AFFORDABLE PRICES

- Au.m THE CONVENIENCE OF YOUR OWN HOME

07557514016 -

BACON'S %
FIREWOOD s
KILN DRIED

LOGS

KINDLING

MOBILE: 07770 92378

TEL: 01953 852585 /
.baconsfirewood.couk

Company : Bacon’s Firewood.
Certificate No : WS561/00001.




Postage Stamps for Sale

We now have a supply of
the new barcoded stamps
at discounted rates
1%t Class — Post Office
£1.70 — our price £1
2" Class — Post Office 85p
— our price 60p
Please contact Colin or
Alison on
01953 499968
whiteheadcwa@aol.com

Allan Brooks

Decorator
For all decorating needs
Quick, clean, professional
Internal & external
Wall covering specialists
Free quotations

Giveusacall-wedoit
alll

07796 272013

R A Clarke
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Power sweeping & traditional
Smoke Test
CCTV Inspection
Bird Nest Removal

City & Guilds Accredited

Richard.anthonyclarke1972@yahoo.com

07789 718188

Phil & Co

Servicing all your needs

Housing/garden
maintenance &
improvements

Paddock maintenance
Digger work
07798 564717
p.cook0987 @btinternet.com

15 Okd Market Streer | Thettaed { #2420
Telephone 01842 761333
Empil erford@ %, cowk

ZAThertord Rosd  Brandan: 27 0BS
Telephone D1BAT BITIAS

R. A. Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery
undertaken

Fully Insured

Free Quotations

No job too small or large

i

Tree and Hedge

reduction/removal

Stump Grinding

For a friendly local service at

a competitive price contact:

Richard Armes
Woodlands, Larling
Mob: 07551525316
Email:
richardarmes@yahoo.com

Car, commercial, industrial
and agricultural tyre
service

We come to you ....
home or work

Ring for a quote
Tel: 07825 253040

chris@talbottyres.co.uk

\
RWR

Walpole

Rich

Roofing

* New Roofs
One Off Self builds to complete sites.

* Re-Roofing from:

Complete strip and Re-tiling to Roof repairs.

* Load Work.

* Moss Removal.
Fully Insured
Tel: 07747784742




DIRK MEHLHORN

GENERAL HANDYMAN
Bespoke:
* Wood Stores
* Summerhouses
¢ Garden Sheds
and

Fencing Repairs and Garden
Work

Over thirty years of
experience in design, repair
and construction works

07922533292

dmehlho@gmail.com

Howson Electrical

Need an electrician?
General and electrical
CCTV systems
Intruder alarms
Oil tank security
Contact Peter on
01953 498734
07780 498340

Peter-howson@live.co.uk

Need help around the house?
«... Call the Cavalry!
Domestic cleaning
Ironing/laundry

Dog walking/feeding (home
service while at work or on
holiday)

Errands — any form of
shopping, collection or
delivery

Qur fee structure is flexible to
suit your needs

Call Sally on
01953 488635
07900 894902

Household Cavalry Ltd
Slate Plantation Barn

Home Farm Lane,

Merton, P25 6QS

Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept

sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk
01953 881579 / 07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

General Garden Maintenance
+ Weeding & Pruning

* Mowing & Tidving

¢ Planting

Kitchen Gardens

# Maintenance, Management & Advice
« Sowing & Harvesting help
+ Planning & Design

rootsandblooms:

Microsoft certified
Bailiwick IT
PC or Mac running slow?
Got a virus? Need help?

Servers, laptops, PCs,
Tablets, Windows and Apple
Mac call

Joe Richards at
Bailiwick IT
01953 718421
07928 326008

help@bailiwickit.com

www.bailiwickit.com

Eamonn Harte

Painter & Decorator

Clean & reliable
Over 40 years’ experience
Free quotations

07768872934

Claytons Heating &
Plumbing

GAS, OIL & LPG
Servicing, Repair &
Installation.

Landlord Safety Certs.
All types of general plumbing.
Honest. Friendly. Local. Reliable.
Based in Great Hockham

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered.

Call Matt on 07890 130 079

Contributions to In-Touch by the 22™ of the month: intouchnewsletter@yahoo.com
Geoff Stuart 498653 Christine Rogers 498492 Angela and lan Knott 498868 Robin and Tracy Guppy 497085




