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Editorial

At the time of writing we are still in a heat wave - the fifth this summer - with temperatures
well above 30°C at times and hardly a drop of rain for weeks. The threat of fire is worrying and real.
Our farmers are suffering the worst drought in years and our gardens are suffering, too, with a
hosepipe ban in this area.

But some things in the garden are coping well including the lavenders, rosemary, sage and
marjoram. So it looks to be a good idea to grow lots of herbs and sunflowers if hot summers are to
be the future. Thereby much of the charm of the South of France can be experienced here at
home. And the bees and butterflies will love it.

Harling Road Allotment Fees

Due to unprecedented water use in 2026, the Parish H I STO RY (1@

Council will debate the annual fees at their next _
w Or
o

meeting on 07/09/26. ‘
> [IOCKHAM

Exhibition weekend

Please do not send in your fees until then, as a W

potential increase may be voted in.
Allotment holders will all be advised individually, of

the potential change to fees. OCtOber IOth & II_th

Note anyone wishing to give up their plots, please
I0am-4pm

At Holy Trinity Church
Great Hockham

can you advise the clerk by email to
clerk@hockhamparish.gov.uk or 07770710307 as
soon as possible.

Thank you.

cae Free entry

Food & Drink will
be available




The Wayland Group of Parishes
Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham, Griston, Stow Bedon and Thompson
In the Church of England Diocese of Norwich

Worship in the Wayland Benefice
September 2026

Sunday 6th September
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Botolph, Stow Bedon

Sunday 13th September
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Martin, Thompson

Sunday 20th September

10.30am United Holy Communion
and Harvest Festival

St Margaret, Breckles

Sunday 27th September
10.30am United Holy Communion
Holy Cross, Caston

Sunday 4th October
10.30am United Holy Communion
Holy Trinity, Great Hockham

‘There is hope
beneath the
surface....’”

As 1 write, the dry earth of
August waits for rain, and our
farming communities face a
heavy burden. Wildfires and
drought are testing our strength, our patience, and
our land, because summer has left our fields
thirsty and tired. The crops struggle under a
relentless sun, and the threat of fire hangs heavy
in the dry air. We look at the brown pastures and
feel the weight of worry.

But farming is a life of hope despite that hope
being hard to find when the land is dry. For even
in these parched and anxious days, we are bound
together by faith, resilience, and the deep roots we
share in the soil.

It is true that one tiny spark can change
everything in a minute, that we watch the horizon
with tired eyes, realising that every missing drop
of rain means hard choices for feed, water, and
livelihoods. And yet, the relentless work goes on
from dawn to dark, often in lonely and stressful
conditions.

But there is hope. During hard times we can stand
together. Our greatest tool is each other. When the
fences break or the worry grows too large, the
power of a neighbour's hand can reach out when
the load is heavy. They check on the farm down
the road, share a word of comfort, a cup of tea, or
a spare set of hands. Even a short phone call or
visit can lift a heavy spirit.

So, be assured that there is hope beneath the
surface of soil which may seem dead, because life
waits underneath it. Just as the earth holds seeds
through the harshest dry spell, our community
holds a deep and quiet strength. We have
weathered hard seasons before. We will weather
this one, too. Let us pray for the rain that heals the
land, but let us also thank God for the steady
hands and brave hearts we find in one another
today.

May the peace of the quiet evening watch over
our homesteads, and may the autumn rains soon
bring new life to our thirsty fields.

With love and many blessings
Vanessa.
X

Reverend Vanessa is the rector for the Wayland
benefice of Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham,
Griston, Thompson, and Stow Bedon, and is
available for Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms.
You can contact her on 07984 318885 or by email

at vanessadlavfield@ gmail.com




THE
EAGLE

Harling Rd, Great Hockham, Thetford 1P24 1NP
01953 498893

Dates for your Diary:

15t September 7.30pm
Book Club

2" 16% & 30t September
Bingo 7.45pm arrival for 8pm
£6 to play 18+

3rd September 5-8pm
The Field Kitchen (Food Truck)

10" September 5-8pm
Hoggies (Hog Roast Truck)

17" September 5-8pm
Marg and Rita’s (Pizza Food Truck)

19t September
Head Shave raising money for
Alzheimer’s Society
With Cocktails and Tapas Afternoon
See our Facebook for more information

24 September 5-8pm
Patron (Paella Food Truck)

Opening Hours

Monday — Thursday 12-2.30pm/6-11pm
Friday — Saturday 12-11pm
Sunday 12-10.30pm

Food Available

Fish and Chip Fryday: 12-8.30pm
(Takeaway and eat in)
Saturday: 12-8.30pm

Sunday: 12-3pm

Head Shave for Alzheimers Charity

At 2pm on 19th September | will be in the Eagle in
Great Hockham having my head shaved. | am
raising funds for the above charity which is very
close to my heart.

| am hoping to raise £1,000 or more. | have a Just
Giving page up and running - www.justgiving.com
and search for Patsy Harris.

Every £1 will be so appreciated and please feel free
to come to the Eagle and join in the fun.

There will be a raffle and Aaron is doing a special
lunchtime menu for the event.

What have | got to lose apart from my hair!

Patsy Harris

Mobile Library Service

CHESTNUT SQUARE
SCOTGATE CLOSE

10:55-11:10
11:15-11:35

Date of forthcoming visits (Thursdays):
10 Sept /8 Oct / 5 Nov / 3 Dec

4
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July Rainfall

July 2026 12.3 mm
July 2025 32.0 mm
Jan-July 2026 218.2 mm
Jan-July 2025 163.0 mm
Highest July since 1979 2002 132.4mm
Lowest July since 1979 2022 5.4 mm

e
Pl
/L rr r o 1l
VR B B B S A |
A B B A A
¢F 1 r 1t

y » °*




& Great Hockiant Gardar

Wednesday 9™ September
Green Pastures Garden Centre,
Bergh Apton
Café

Membership fees are £10 per annum

Indoor meetings are held in the Edinburgh
Hall, Harling Road, Great Hockham, IP24
INT on the second Wednesday of the
month

Doors open 1.30 pm / Speakers start
at 2 pm

Indoor meetings free to members / £3 to
visitors

Outdoor visits are subsidised by the club
but members may have to pay a small
contribution for some visits

Secretary: Stacey Smith

secretaryghgc@gmail.com

Website: greathockhamgardeningclub.org.uk

HAWITAGE

In 2008, a site at Hockham Woods (the forested area
to the left all the way to Wretham), was identified as
a possible area for a huge gravel pit and subsequent
landfill following gravel extraction. It horrified the
whole village and way beyond, and a group was
formed called Hockham and Wretham In Tandem
Against Gravel Extraction.

It was a fight against a huge organisation, The
Forestry Commission, and created a community
spirit that became legendary.

It was at a time when social media was in its infancy,
but word needed to be spread far and wide that the
effect of this going ahead could be devastating on all
our lives, for many years to come.

Posters were printed and distributed, meetings held
where the village hall would be packed, and many a
sleepless night for those at the forefront and behind
what became affectionately known as the Four Fat
Controllers, were a vast team of people, making
banners, distributing the leaflets and getting a huge
petition organised so it had to heard in parliament. A
HAWITAGE website was born and people craved for
updates.

A film was produced that brought several people to
tears and had a huge You Tube following and slowly
but surely, the press latched onto the story and on
an infamous Easter Sunday we walked the area to
potentially be decimated and explained to the
masses, why this would be a disaster for our
community.

We employed a gentleman from Carbrooke, Geoff
Nobes, who conducted a survey of water beetles in
the pingos scattered over the area. The results were
staggering and there were several rare species that
the ponds held and one, hydroporus glabriusculous,
that was nationally rare.

At a packed village hall, around St Georges Day |
recall, we had the honour of advising the three
parishes that Geoff's report had hit the Natural
England desk, the representative was going on
holiday that very day but had written a report that
the  Forestry
considering destroying such a rare species. As a

condemned Commission  for
result, the Forestry Commission withdrew and even
asked the group for help to train their managers in
how parishes could get together and using digital
means to fight a cause. We even had offers of

helping other Norfolk groups in their fights.

A final film was made claiming our victory and the
Four Fat Controllers were allowed to bask in the
glory of turning the stone to celebrate.

Items from the fight are in a time capsule under the
stone.

It can be found online at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMbQTRDavEI

Of the Four Fat Controllers, three are still with us,
one sadly departed, and from time to time the three
reminisce, usually on a Thursday evening in the
Eagle. Chris Garrod



Times online: thtimes24.co.uk and w

Stone turned for

PUTTING
1 THEIR BACKS
INTO IT:
Tuming over
the Great
Hockham
stone, which
weighs more
than three
| tonnes, are,

| from left, Geoff

Stuart, Trevor
Mason, Ben
Campbell,
Julia Wiltshire,
Vince
Thurkettle,
| Chris Wiltshire
"1 (back), Gerald
| Shaw (back),
| Harry Stebbing
| (front), Chris
Garrod and
Mike Reidie.

Pictures:
DENISE
BRADLEY

quarry heave-ho

IT is a ceremony that only
happens on very important
occasions.

And villagers felt that the scrapping
of proposals by Forestry
Commission to turn Hockham Wood
into a quarry and waste site was one
such time.

More than 100 people attended the
traditional turning of the Hockham
Stone - last carried out as part of the
millennium celebrations.

Mike Reidie, who helped co-ordinate
the campaign, said: “It is traditional
that the stone at Hockham Green,
which weighs three-and-a-half tonnes,
is turned at times of great importance
and a time capsule, which is
underneath, is updated.

the

Toby

HELPER:

Slaven,

16 months,
with the
updated

capsule

“It started with the Boer War and
has continued through various
coronations, the Queen’s jubilee and,
lastly, at the millennium.

“1t was felt that the success of having
the waste and guarry plans withdrawn
warranted the stone being turned
again.” .

Earlier this month, the Forestry
Commission announced it was pulling
out of plans to turn areas of
woodland into massive quarry and
waste sites.

For weeks there had been fierce
opposition to proposals for quarrying,
landfill and waste recycling centres at
Hockham Wood and West Harling
Woods at East Harling.

The sites are two out of more than 100

potential mineral extraction and 64
waste management sites identified by
Norfolk County Council to meet
housing and infrastructure needs.

Rut local people were horrified at the
proposals, which would have seen the
destruction of 128 hectares of forestry
and woodland at Hockham and 399
hectares at Harling. o

Mr Reidie added: “It was a terrible
shadow hanging over the village.”

Tradition allows for six people using
blocks of wood and poles to turn the
stone, and more than 100 people turned
up to watch.

The time capsule was updated with a
petition to 10 Downing Street and
photos and documents relating to the
campaign.
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ravel Agency

Join us for our

in conjunction with
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines




Explovi(tj mem

From charcoal to collage

Join award winning artist
Melodie Cook for

twice monthly workshops

Great Hockham Village Hall, Harling Road, IP24 INT

Tuesday Workshops Sep. 8th & 22nd
10am -1pm
£20 per session. All materials supplied
Call melodie on 07531 875713
Email: melcookartist@icloud.com

Instagram @exploringdrawing
Facebook Melodie Cook Artist

Defibrillator
The defibrillator is located in the telephone box
by the Village Green.
Press the button to the right of the unit to
connect to the emergency services who will give
the code to unlock the cabinet.

Cake Need a lift?
Call Bev
Plummer
Ch t on 07741
a 270204
or 01953
438243

This month . . .
Mark from
Guide Dogs for
the Blind will
give a great talk
and demo

using his trained
labrador, Laine

19 September, Village Hall, 10.30 am

The content of the articles in In-Touch is the responsibility of the
named contributors, not the Newsletter Committee. Anonymous
items will not be accepted.

The book club met on the 4th August at The Eagle,
and the book being discussed was The
Lamplighters by Emma Stonex.

Based on a true story, The Lamplighters is a locked
room mystery, set against the daily challenges of
working on a lighthouse.

On New Year’s Eve in 1972 a relief boat arrives at
the remote Maiden Rock lighthouse, 15 miles off
the coast of Cornwall - the lighthouse is locked
from the inside and the three keepers have
completely vanished.

Speculation on what could have happened to the
keepers continues over the years. In 1992 a writer
decides to take up the story and approaches the
three women left behind, his presence forces
them to confront old grief, long held secrets and
the blurring line between reality and madness.

We agreed the descriptions of the lighthouse,
especially the claustrophobic confines the men
lived in, and atmospheric sea were very good,
together with the gradual unfolding of the
plot. However most agreed the ending was
contrived and disappointing, lacking resonance
and authenticity.

This book scored 6 1/2 out of 10.
The raffle prize was won by Leonie.

The next book is In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
and it will be the subject of discussion at our next
meeting on the 1st September.

Leonie Jones




Village Hall Bookings

Regular Bookings

Monday Reserved for

Parish Council Evening
Tuesday Carpet Bowls 7.00-9.00pm
Wednesday Yoga 6.00-7.30pm
Thursday  Taekwondo 6.00-8.00pm

Dog training Monday and Friday evenings, subject
to hot weather conditions

September

Sat 5t Soundbath PM

Mon 7t Parish Council 7.30pm
Tues 8t Private Booking AM

Tues 15t Exploring Drawing 10am-1pm
Sat 19t Coffee, Cake & Chat AM

Tues 29t Exploring Drawing  10am-1pm
Contacts

For Hall bookings contact Chris Garrod 07770
710307 or e-mail chris@oaklands4.co.uk.

For Yoga information ring June on 07766 108075

For Taekwondo contact Dave Robb 01953 882848
or 07710 666133

For Sound Bath contact Tracey Mathison 07748
213397

For Carpet Bowls contact Jackie 07947 508835.

Can anyone re-home our koi, about six
and a couple of goldfish.

Many thanks.
Please call on 07816 975099

COMMON GROUND

THEARY RE COMPANY

THE PHANTOM
OF FRIAR
STREET

BY PAT WHYMARK

AT HOCKHAM VILLAGE
HALL

SATURDAY 10™
OCTOBER

DOORS OPEN 7 PM. PLAY
STARTS AT 7.30PM
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% EAST ANGLIA :
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TICKETS £14 ADULT & £10 UNDER 21

AVAILABLE AT THE EAGLE OR CALL
07770 710307
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Qualified & Insured Dog Groomer

Dotty Dogs Grooming Salon

Canine 1% Aid Trained

Becky Watton Rd, Larling
07917 570813 NR16 2RA
01953 498223

dottydogslarling@outlook.com

\\V2 4§ 4
CROP N Y

FULLY QUALIFIED STYLIST
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

AFFORDABLE PRICES

ALL IN THE CONVENIENCE OF YOUR OWN HOME

Please call me to book an appointment
07557514016

FIREWOOD Vg
KILN DRIED

LOGS

KINDLING

OBILE: 07770 92378

TEL: 01953 852585

.baconsfirewood.e

Company : Bacon's Firewood.
Certificate No : WS561/00001.

Builder

Brian Lansdale

Also garden walls and patios

Highly Experienced Local Tutor

I am a recently retired primary school teacher who has
moved into the village. For many vears I have helped
children prepare for their KS2 SATS and 11+ entrance
exams. | currently have a few after school vacancies.

I offer personalised learning programmes to suit the needs
of children between the ages of 8 and 12, providing support
in maths, English, and reasoning, as required.

if vou think your child would benefit from extra support to
help prepare them for their move to secondary school, or
for independent school entrance exams, please call or email
me,
SJJ-b &d.- AJ)J{'
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PVCU Doors, Windows and Double Glazing Repairs
New Installations and General Maintenance

Over 3o Years Experience

Friendly and Reliable i
Based in Great Hockham
Call Shane on 07508 941086

Email: shanebloss@btinternet.com
— —




Postage Stamps for Sale

We now have a supply of
the new barcoded stamps
at discounted rates
1%t Class — Post Office
£1.80 - our price £1
2" Class — Post Office 91p
—our price 60p
Please contact Colin or
Alison on
01953 499968
whiteheadcwa@aol.com

Allan Brooks

Decorator
For all decorating needs
Quick, clean, professional
Internal & external
Wall covering specialists
Free quotations

Giveus acall-wedoit
alll

07796 272013

R A Clarke
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Power sweeping & traditional
Smoke Test
CCTV Inspection
Bird Nest Removal

City & Guilds Accredited

Richard.anthonyclarke1972@yahoo.com

07789 718188

Phil & Co

Servicing all your needs

Housing/garden
maintenance &
improvements

Paddock maintenance
Digger work

07798 564717
p.cook0987 @btinternet.com

R. A. Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery
undertaken

Fully Insured

Free Quotations

No job too small or large

Tree and Hedge

reduction/removal

Stump Grinding

For a friendly local service at

a competitive price contact:

Richard Armes
Woodlands, Larling
Mob: 07551525316
Email:
richardarmes@yahoo.com

TALB
TYRE!

Car, commercial, industrial
and agricultural tyre
service

We come to you ....
home or work

Ring for a quote
Tel: 07825 253040
chris@talbottyres.co.uk

7\
Rich R\X/R

Walpole
Roofing

* New Roofs
One Off Self builds to complete sites.

* Re-Roofing from:

Complete strip and Re-tiling to Roof repairs.

* Lead Work.

* Moss Removal.
Fully Insured
Tel: 07747784742




DIRK MEHLHORN
GENERAL HANDYMAN

Bespoke:

e Wood Stores
e Summerhouses
e Garden Sheds
and

Fencing Repairs and Garden
Work

Over thirty years of
experience in design, repair
and construction works

07922 533 292

dmehlho@gmail.com

Howson Electrical

Need an electrician?
General and electrical
CCTV systems
Intruder alarms
Oil tank security
Contact Peter on
01953 498734
07780 498340

Peter-howson@live.co.uk

Need help around the house?
..... Call the Cavalry!
Domestic cleaning
Ironing/laundry

Dog walking/feeding (home
service while at work or on
holiday)

Errands — any form of
shopping, collection or
delivery

Our fee structure is flexible to
suit your needs

Call Sally on
01953 488635
07900 894902

Household Cavalry Ltd
Slate Plantation Barn
Home Farm Lane,

Merton, IP25 6QS

Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept
sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk

01953 881579 /07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

Microsoft certified
Bailiwick IT
PC or Mac running slow?
Got a virus? Need help?

Servers, laptops, PCs,
Tablets, Windows and Apple
Mac call

Joe Richards at
Bailiwick IT
01953 718421
07928 326008

help@bailiwickit.com

www.bailiwickit.com

Eamonn Harte

Painter & Decorator

Clean & reliable
Over 40 years’ experience

Free quotations

07768872934

Claytons Heating &
Plumbing

GAS, OIL & LPG

Servicing, Repair &

Installation.

Landlord Safety Certs.

All types of general plumbing.
Honest. Friendly. Local. Reliable.
Based in Great Hockham

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered.

Call Matt on 07890 130 079

Contributions to In-Touch by the 22" of the month:
intouchnewsletter@yahoo.com / 07340 902402 / 01953 498868




